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Recommended Play Area Dimensions 
(in feet) 

 
 
 
Activity Play Area Total Area Number of Players 
    
Badminton 20 x 40 30 x 60 4 
Baseball 90 x 90 diamond 300 x 300 18 
Basketball 42 x 74 60 x 100 10 
Football 195 x 300 195 x 380 24 
Foursquare 12 x 12 20 x 20 4 
Hopscotch 5 x 12 10 x 17 2+ 
Horseshoes 40 stake dist. 12 x 50 2 or 4 
Pickleball 20 x 44 32 x 70 2 or 4 
Shuffleboard 10 x 52 14 x 56 2 or 4 
Soccer 150 x 300 240 x 360 22 
Softball/Little League 60 x 60 diamond 250 x 250 20 
Tennis 36 x 78 60 x 120 2 or 4 
Tetherball 20 diameter circle 40 x 40 2 
Volleyball 30 x 60 50 x 80 12 
 
Playgrounds 

 
small 
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large 

 
25 x 25 
40 x 40 
60 x 60 

 
5 

10 
15+ 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Safety space between different activities is NOT included. These recommended sizes do not preclude 
the developer from constructing an activity area to another standard dimension. 
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PLANT MATERIALS IN OPEN SPACES 
 
Suitable Trees: 
 
 Hedge Maple (Acer campestre)   Red Maple (Acer rubrum) 
 
 Norway Maple (Acer platanoides)  Little-Leaf Linden (Tilia cordata) 
 
 Moraine Honeylocust (Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Moraine’) 
 
 European Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)  Sweet Gum (Liquidambar styraciflua) 
 
 Tulip Tree (Liriodendron tulipfera)  London Plane Tree (Platanus 
acerifolia) 
 
 Marshall Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica ‘Marshall’) 
 
 Western Red Cedar (Thuja plicata)  Canadian Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) 
 
 Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) 
 
 
Suitable Shrubs: 
 
 Salal (Gaultheria shallon)   Viburnum (Viburnum davidii) 
 
 Pfitzer Juniper (Juniperus chinensis ‘Pfitzerana’)  
 
 Winged Euonymous (Euonymous alata)  Photinia (Photinia fraseri) 
 
 Bird’s Nest Spruce (Picea abies ‘Nidiformis’) Savin Juniper (Juniperus sabina) 
 
 Otto Luyken Lauren (Prunus laurocerasus ‘Otto Luyken’) 
 
 
Suitable Groundcovers: 
 
 Bar Harbor Juniper (Juniperus horizontalis ‘Bar Harbor’) 
 
 Kinnickinnick (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) 
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Plants to avoid: 
 
 -  Species that drop large amounts of messy fruits. (Crabapple) 
 

-  Plants that have nuts, cones, or berries children might throw. (Horse Chestnut, Pine 
   Mountain Ash) 

 
 -  In lawn areas, plants that drop large amounts of flowers. (Magnolia, Azalea) 
 
 -  Plants that have thorns or spiny leaves. (Barberry, Hawthorn, Oregon Grape) 
 
 -  In playgrounds, all plants that have poisonous parts. 
 
Some common poisonous landscape plants: 
 
 Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)  Horsechestnut (Aesculus spp.) 
 
 Oak (Quercus spp.)    Yew (Taxus spp.) 
 
 Walnut (Juglans spp.)    Boxwood (Buxus sempervirens) 
 
 Big Leaf Hydrangea (Hydrangea macrophylla) Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) 
 
 Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) 
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