
City Of Lacey  |  Newsletterwww.ci.lacey.wa.us@CityofLacey

UPCOMING EVENTS AT A GLANCE... Shaping our Community  Together

Lacey Fireworks 
Spectacular & 

Friday, July 3, 6:30 - 10: 30 p.m. at the 
Crossroads Shopping Center & 
William Bush Park vicinity

JUL
03

Children’s 
Entertainment Series

Tuesdays, June 23 - Aug. 4,  6:30 p.m. 
at Huntamer Park in Woodland Square

Lacey in Tune 
Summer Concerts

Wednesdays, June 24 - Aug. 5,  12 p.m.
Saturdays, July 11 - Aug. 8, 7 p.m. 
at Huntamer Park in Woodland Square

JUL

AUG
THROUGH

JUL

AUG
THROUGH

America’s Classic 
Dixieland Jazz Festival

Thursday, June 25 - Sunday, June 28 at 
Saint Martin’s University

South Sound BBQ 
Festival

Saturday, July 11, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. at 
Huntamer Park in Woodland Square

JUL
11

JUN

Freedom Concert

Lacey Days:
Stay, Play, Explore!

Saturday, June 27 - Saturday, July 11 
at various locations throughout Lacey

JUN/JUL

27-11

25-28

Although anytime of year is a great 
time to be in Lacey, we invite you to stay, 
play, and explore our amazing community 
this summer from June 
27th through July 12th. In 
partnership with the Lacey 
South Sound Chamber, 
Lacey Days was created to 
promote our local events 
and businesses and jam 
pack these two weeks so 
that you can have a stay-
cation, right at home!

Lacey Days kicks off with 
the America’s Classic Jazz 
Festival the weekend of June 
27th, followed by events 
such as the Lacey in Tune 
Entertainment Series, July 
3rd Fireworks Spectacular & 
Freedom Concert, and the South Sound 

BBQ Festival. It ends on Sunday, July 
12th with the family-friendly bike ride, 
Kidical Mass. Over 25 events take place 

during this time, not to 
mention the great deals 
that local businesses are 
offering.

A special Lacey 
Days guide was 
published, highlighting 
events and special 
deals. It is now 
available at various 
local businesses, 
the Lacey South 
Sound Chamber of 
Commerce, Lacey City 
Hall, and the Lacey 
Days website.

Visit LaceyDays.org for more 
information.

You don’t even have to leave home for this stay-cation!

1st Annual

La
ce

y 
Pol

ice Department’s

   Cops, Cars n’ Kids
Free Community Event!

Come see:

Take a tour of the police station!

Police Boat & Bikes
Operations Trailer

SWAT gear

And more!!

Don’t Miss the Car Show
with Best in Show and Cops 

Choice Awards!

The Details:

When: 
Saturday, August 1, 2015 

11am to 3pm

Where: 
The Lacey Police Department

420 College St SE
Lacey, WA 98503

Cop cars

Child ID Kits

Free Hot Dogs

 and Drinks

Balloons

Lift some fingerprints

Play CSI

Sno-cones!

Visit with Officers and Detectives

Community Partners:

Bounce House

WAL-MART COSTCO

MEET YOUR POLICE DEPARTMENT AT THE FIRST ANNUAL COPS, CARS N’ KIDS!

Lacey Police Department is holding its first 
annual Cops, Cars N’ Kids event this summer. 
On Saturday, August 1st from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m., visit with officers and detectives, 
tour the station, lift fingerprints, play CSI, 
check out cop cars, and more! Free hot dogs 
and drinks too. It’s all at the Lacey Police 
Department, 420 College Street SE.

MORE EVENTS...
• A Midsummer’s Ice Cream: July 10
• Virgil S. Clarkson Senior Center 

Dedication Ceremony: July 16
• Council on the Road: July 16
• Historic Walking Tour: Aug. 8
• Summer’s End Car Show: Sept. 19

Pacific Northwest 
Mushroom Festival

Saturday & Sunday, July 25-26,  
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. at the Regional 
Athletic Complex

JUL
25/26

SUMMER 2015
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LACEY FIREWORKS SPECTACULAR AND FREEDOM CONCERT

TOTEM FEEDING CEREMONY

Lacey tradition kicks off Independence Day celebrations
The skies above southwest Lacey will 

light up with thunderous bursts of color 
on Friday, July 3, thanks to a partnership 
between the City of Lacey and Lacey 
South Sound Chamber, and due to 
generous support from local businesses. 
This year’s launch site is from William Bush 
Park, 4400 Chardonnay Drive SE in Lacey. 
The park will be closed to preserve a safe 
zone around the launch site. The best 
viewing is near College Street SE and Yelm 
Highway. Fireworks begin at 10:15 p.m.

While waiting for the first burst, the 
public is invited to enjoy free music and 
activities at the Freedom Concert, in 
the parking lot at the Lacey Crossroads 
Shopping Center, 5500 Corporate Center 
Loop SE. This year’s concert features Battle 
Rhythm, the 56th Army Rock Band. DJ 
Tony G will also be on hand to energize 
the crowd with family-friendly dance 
music. Performances are between 

6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Free face-painting 
and other children’s activities will also be 
happening, and food will be available for 
purchase from a variety of nearby vendors. 
Spectators are advised to bring along a 
lawn chair for seating space near the stage.  

The Lacey Fireworks Spectacular and 
Freedom Concert is sponsored by the 
Lacey Sunrise Lions, TwinStar Credit Union, 
and Xerox. Thousands of people will be 
in the vicinity to enjoy this community 
event! City staff recommends planning 
ahead and being prepared for traffic 
congestion and detours. Police, city staff, 
and volunteers will be on hand to monitor 
the event and assist with traffic control.

For more information regarding the 
Lacey Fireworks Spectacular, including 
event guidelines and planned road 
closures, visit www.ci.lacey.wa.us/
fireworks.

ENJOY A MIDSUMMER’S ICE CREAM AT THE MUSEUM

Lacey City Council is hitting the 
road again this July for their second 
traveling community meeting and 
worksession. On Thursday, July 16, 
you can meet your City Council at 
Mountain View Elementary School, 
1900 College Street in Lacey.

During the meet and greet time, 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., attendees will be 
able to talk with Councilmembers 
personally. Afterwards, all are 
welcome to stay and listen to the 
Council worksession to hear about 
items of interest to the community, 
lasting until 8:30 p.m. Families 
are welcome to attend and light 
refreshments will be served.

For more information, contact 
Lacey Public Affairs at publicaffairs@
ci.lacey.wa.us or visit www.ci.lacey.
wa.us/council-on-the-road.

COUNCIL HITS THE ROAD IN JULY

The Lacey Historical Commission has 
a new event this summer as a part of the 
Lacey Days festivities. A Midsummer’s Ice 
Cream will be held at the Lacey Museum, 
829 Lacey Street SE, on Friday, July 10th 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. This family fun event 
will feature activities, crafts, storytelling, 
and of course a free ice cream cone to 
the first 100 attendees. Councilmember 
Michael Steadman will be in attendance as 
a special guest server.

For more information on this event or 
the Lacey Historical Commission, contact 
Lacey Museum Curator, Erin Quinn Valcho, 
at (360) 413-3557 (office), or 
(360) 438-0209 (museum).

The Lacey City Hall 
Totem Pole is due for a 
“feeding” this summer. 
The public is welcome 
to attend the Totem 
Feeding Ceremony 
at Lacey City Hall on 
Thursday, July 9th. It’s 
taking place from 5:30 
to 7:00 p.m., just before 
a regularly scheduled 
City Council Meeting.

The Nisqually 
Indian Tribe  gifted the 
Totem Pole to Lacey 
last July at a special 
dedication ceremony, 
as a symbolic gesture 
of partnership 
and growth as a 
community. 

http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/fireworks
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/fireworks
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/council-on-the-road
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/council-on-the-road


www.ci.lacey.wa.us  | 3  

FREE SUMMER YOUTH LUNCH PROGRAM
The Lacey Summer Lunch Program 

will provide free lunches to youth and 
children through August 14. Nutritious 
meals will be served at three locations—
Lydia Hawk Elementary, Pleasant 
Glade Elementary, and Mountain View 
Elementary—weekdays from 12 noon to 
12:30 p.m., with a snack served from 3 to 
3:30 p.m. Meals will be made available at 
no charge to attending children, 18 years 
of age and younger.  

Over the past twenty years, the City of 
Lacey Parks and Recreation Department, 
in partnership with North Thurston 
Public Schools (NTPS), has sponsored the 
Summer Lunch Program. The program 
began in 1993, at Mountain View 
Elementary and has since expanded to 

 Current Park Board Commissioner, 
Ken Balsley, has been named as the 
city’s 2015 Historian of the Year. Lacey’s 
Historical Commission approved the 
nomination in recognition of Balsley 
acting as a driving force for the 
preservation of Lacey’s history over the 
past 40 years.

Balsley was the first president of 
the Lacey Historical Commission and a 
founding board member and secretary 
of the Lacey Historical Society. He was 
instrumental in the formation of the 
Lacey Civic Committee and was a part of 

preserving Lacey’s first City Hall, now the 
current Lacey Museum.

The award was made during the 
city’s observance of Lacey History Month, 
which encourages citizens in discovering 
and celebrating Lacey’s 163 years of 
history during the month of June and 
throughout the year.

For more information on the 
Historian of the Year program or the Lacey 
Historical Commission, please call Lacey 
Museum Curator, Erin Quinn Valcho, at 
(360) 413-3557 (office), or (360) 438-0209 
(museum).

LACEY NAMES 2015 HISTORIAN OF THE YEAR

three sites, selected by the percentage of 
students receiving free or reduced lunches 
during the school year. This program 
is made possible by a grant from U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Child Nutrition 
Program, NTPS, the City of Lacey, and 
generous donations from the community. 

The Playground Pals program offers 
free activities, arts and crafts, games, 
fitness, and a summer reading program 
at each site from 12 noon to 3:30 p.m., 
following daily lunch service. 

For more information, please call the 
Lacey Parks and Recreation Department at 
(360) 491-0857.  

STATUS UPDATE: WA STATE BUSINESS 
LICENSING SERVICE PARTNERSHIP

Lacey partnered with the 
Washington State Department of 
Revenue’s Business Licensing Service 
(BLS) to help streamline and provide 
better benefits to local businesses. 
Originally anticipated for the first 
quarter of 2015, implementation has 
now been delayed. 

The State’s extended Legislative 
session and their system software 
upgrade project have pushed the time 
frame back to an anticipated time 
frame of Fall 2015. 

For more information, please 
contact Troy Woo, Lacey Director 

of Finance, at twoo@ci.lacey.
wa.us or (360) 491-3212.

FIRST-EVER LACEY PIONEER AWARD

TAKE A STROLL ON THE MUSEUM 
WALKING TOUR

The City of Lacey will be offering 
a free historic walking tour through 
the oldest neighborhood in Lacey 
on Saturday, August 8th. The tour 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. at the Lacey 
Museum, 829 Lacey Street SE in Lacey 
and will end in the same location.

Several historic homes, buildings, 
and locations will be highlighted on 
the walk, including stops along Lacey, 
Bowker, and Ulery Streets, and Pacific 
and 7th Avenue SE. 

Join us to learn about the history 
of our community and a chance to 
view interesting architecture from the 
early 1900’s.

For more information, please 
call the Lacey Parks and Recreation 
Department at (360) 491-0857 or 
Lacey Museum Curator, Erin Quinn 
Valcho, at (360) 413-3557 (office), or 
(360) 438-0209 (museum).

The first-ever Lacey Pioneer Award 
was presented to Zelma Bernd in June, in 
recognition of her dedication to sharing 
and preserving Lacey’s pioneering history 
and spirit. Bernd’s roots run deep in Lacey 
and she has been active in sharing this 
history with the community.

Among many other contributions, 
Bernd has served on the Board of 
Trustees for the Lacey Historical Society 

and has been a contributor to 
Pioneer Presences, newsletter of the 
Pioneer Association of the State of 
Washington.

The Lacey Historical Commission 
created the Lacey Pioneer Award 
to recognize individuals who are 
dedicated to sharing Lacey’s pioneer 
history with the community.

http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us
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LACEY SENIOR CENTER TO RECEIVE NEW NAME, BIG HONOR

WOODLAND STRATEGIC PLAN RECEIVES 
AWARD, SMART GROWTH PLANNING

Governor Jay Inslee recently 
announced this year’s Smart 
Communities Awards recipients. 
Among the winners, Lacey 
received the Judges’ Merit 
Award for the Woodland District 
Strategic Plan Implementation. 
The program, now in its tenth 
year, recognizes achievements 
by local leaders who promote 
smart growth planning and 
projects that contribute to 
quality of life in Washington 
State.

The Woodland District 
Strategic Plan was adopted 
in July 2013. The strategic 
plan has set the stage for 
infill, redevelopment and new 
development, and has an 
innovative and action-oriented 
approach that will ensure that 
Lacey’s core will be a vital place 
to live, shop, gather, learn, 
and play. The formation of 
key community partnerships 
developed through the planning 
process has also successfully 
spurred efforts to implement 
the identified actions and has 
fostered investment in the 
District.

Cities will be presented 
with awards later this year. For 
more information about Lacey’s 
Woodland District Strategic Plan, 
visit www.ci.lacey.wa.us.

WOODLAND CREEK RECHARGE FACILITY GRAND OPENING
The Woodland Creek Groundwater 

Recharge Facility has officially opened. A 
special ceremony was held in mid-June 
to celebrate the shared accomplishment 
of the facility between the cities of Lacey 
and Olympia. It featured speakers from 
both cities, the engineering firm, and 
the Department of Ecology, as well as 
a memorable turn of the Ceremonial 
Reclaimed Water Valve, the large purple 
wheel as seen to the right.

Last year, this project received the 
2014 Excellence in Engineering Award by 
the American Water Works Association’s 
Pacific Northwest Section, in the medium 
project category. This state-of-the-art 
facility uses reclaimed water to recharge 
shallow aquifers feeding into Lacey’s 

Woodland Creek and helps stabilize and 
restore stream flows.

For more information on this project, 
contact Kim Benedict at (360) 438-2687.

During a Lacey Council meeting in late 
May, Councilmembers overwhelmingly 
supported a motion brought forward to 
rename the Lacey Senior Center to the 
Virgil S. Clarkson Senior Center, in honor of 
the long-standing city official. 

Councilmember Greenstein first 
brought the idea to the Board of Park 
Commissioners, with unanimous support 
after reviewing policy. The only remorse 
expressed from fellow Councilmembers 
was that they didn’t bring the idea forward 
first, they added in a cheerful tone at the 
meeting.

Councilmember Clarkson has served 
on the Lacey City Council since July of 
1998, including three terms as mayor 
and two as deputy mayor, and has been 
involved with many other community 
organizations and projects throughout 

the years. He has ensured Lacey 
maintains resources for senior services 
and was instrumental in securing funds 
for construction in 2003 and 2011 for 
expansion of the Lacey Senior Center.

The Naming Ceremony will be held 
on Thursday, July 16th at 4:30 p.m. at 
the Lacey Senior Center, located at 6757 
Pacific Avenue SE within Woodland Creek 
Community Park.

For more information, contact Lori 
Flemm, Parks and Recreation Director, at 
(360) 491-0857 or lflemm@ci.lacey.wa.us.

Virgil S. Clarkson Senior Center Naming Ceremony 
Thursday, July 16, 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Lacey Senior Center
www.ci.lacey.wa.us

Water Resources Manager, Peter Brooks, describes project and acknowledges Lacey staff involved.

Turning of the Reclaimed Water Valve. Pictured 
left to right: Olympia City Manager Steve Hall, 
Olympia Mayor Stephen Buxbaum, Lacey Mayor 
Andy Ryder, Lacey City Manager Scott Spence.

http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us
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DID YOU KNOW?
Washing cars on driveways allows toxic 
washwater full of oil, grime, and other chemical 
residues to flow into the waterways we swim, fish, 
and play in. Help keep dirty car wash water out 
of our lakes and streams by washing your car at a 
commercial car wash.

www.ci.lacey.wa.us/cleancars

Planning a carwash fundraiser? Call Lacey Water 
Resources first, (360) 438-2687. 

Water Tips: Be water-wise

Golf Club Construction Wraps Up
Construction recently wrapped up on 

the repaving of 3rd Avenue as a part of the 
Golf Club Road Extension project. During 
the original paving of the eastbound lanes 
of 3rd Avenue, the contractor was caught 
in a rainstorm. This defective portion of 
asphalt was repaved on June 12th. The 
overall project is nearly complete, with 
only the installation of street lighting 
remaining.

Skokomish Water & Sewer Project
Currently underway, this project will 

remedy a failing community septic system 
in the Tanglewilde East neighborhood, 
located off of Skokomish Way NE and 
Quinault Drive NE. It will connect the 
system to City of Lacey sewer.  Stubs 
will be placed where the mainline sewer 
piping will be installed for residences that 
wish to connect directly to city sewer in 
the future.  In addition to sanitary sewer 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES AND PROJECTS AROUND TOWN

A NOTE ABOUT THE DROUGHT AND 
LACEY’S ALTERNATE DAY WATERING

Governor Inslee declared a 
drought emergency for Washington 
State in May of this year, however this 
is not a factor for Lacey’s alternate day 
watering schedule.  Rather, alternate 
watering days are followed to ensure 
consistent levels in our resorvoirs. Lacey 
does not anticipate water shortages in 
the near future nor does it anticipate 
a need to enforce water conservation 
measures because of the 2015 drought 
emergency.  

As a reminder, Lacey water 
customers are required to follow the 
alternate day watering schedule from 
June through September. 

Addresses ending in EVEN 
numbers water: SUNDAYS, 
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS

0 2 4 6 8
Addresses ending in ODD 
numbers water: SATURDAYS, 
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS

1 3 5 7 9
FRIDAY IS A NON-WATERING 
DAY FOR ALL LACEY 
CUSTOMERS

The Envision Lacey 
campaign is back and 
looking for your input. 
Community feedback and 
participation is necessary on 
our 10-year update to the 

Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive 
Plan establishes general patterns for 
future land use, transportation, and other 
infrastructure needs as Lacey and its urban 
growth area (UGA) grows by an expected 
30,000 people in the next 20 years. 

HELP ENVISION LACEY AND BUILD THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
In working together, we can help 

shape or community together.
Visit our booth at one of these 

upcoming events:
• July 11: South Sound BBQ Festival
• July 16: Council on the Road
• Aug. 1: Police Open House
• Aug. 4: Children’s Entertainment 

Series
• Sept. 19: Summers End Car Show

Visit www.ci.lacey.wa.us/
envisionlacey for more information.

work, approximately 10,800 linear 
feet of older asbestos cement water 
main will be replaced with new plastic 
piping.

Chambers Lake Stormwater 
Treatment Facility

The new Chambers Lake 
Stormwater Treatment Facility, located 
at 2750 Lakeview Drive SE, is nearing 
completion after beginning work in 
August 2014. The public is invited to 
attend an open house to learn more 
about the project and see the facility. 
The open house will be on Tuesday, 
August 11th from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the new facility.

The Chambers Lake Stormwater 
Treatment Facility is used to treat 
stormwater flows from College Street 
and surrounding neighborhoods and 
helps to improve the water quality of 
Little Chambers Lake.

http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us
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The Summer 
Parks & Rec 
brochure 
is out & 
available on 
our website!

LACEY DEPARTMENTS: PHONE DIRECTORY

LACEY CITY HALL
420 College Street SE Lacey, WA 98503

CITY COUNCIL
Andy Ryder, Mayor
Cynthia Pratt, Deputy Mayor
Virgil Clarkson, Jeff Gadman, Lenny 
Greenstein, Jason Hearn, Michael Steadman

CITY MANAGER
Scott Spence

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Rick Walk, Director

FINANCE
Troy Woo, Director

PARKS AND RECREATION
Lori Flemm, Director

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Dusty Pierpoint, Chief

PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND 
HUMAN RESOURCES

Liz Gotelli, Director

PUBLIC WORKS
Scott Egger, Director

LACEY DEPARTMENTS: PHONE DIRECTORY

ANIMAL SERVICES

COMMUNITY CENTER

INTERCITY TRANSIT

LACEY LIBRARY

LACEY MUSEUM

LACEY VETERANS 
SERVICES OFFICE

SENIOR CENTER

SERVICES IN LACEY: DIRECTORY

Lacey City Council meets at 7 p.m. on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursdays of each month, except in 
November and December, when it meets on the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month.

(360) 352-2510

(360) 412-3191

(360) 786-8585

(360) 491-3860

(360) 438-0209

WWW.CI.LACEY.
WA.US/VETERANS

(360) 407-3967

www.ci.lacey.wa.us

(360) 491-3214

(360) 491-5642

(360) 491-3212

(360) 491-0857

(360) 459-4333

(360) 491-3214

(360) 491-5600

(360) 491-3214

THE CITY OF LACEY CARES!

We want to hear from you. Please send us any comments or suggestions on 
how we can better serve you and our community. 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

Drop-off or mail to City of Lacey, 420 College Street SE, Lacey, WA 98503 
or email comments to publicaffairs@ci.lacey.wa.us

The City of Lacey has a policy of non-discrimination based on disability for providing equal access to its services and programs. If you 
need to receive this newsletter in another format, please contact the City Clerk at (360) 491-3214; TDD Relay (800) 833-6388.
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